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Secretary for Universities and trustee of the Foundation for the UOC, 
chair of the Board of Trustees,  
vice president,  
president of Alumni,  
tutors,  
professors,  
administrative staff,  
family members,  
graduates, 
 
Kundala have performed their heartfelt rendition of the Leonard Cohen's Hallelujah. 
There’s a line in one of the verses from this classic by the Canadian singer-songwriter 
that says «Your faith was strong but you needed proof». 
 
Today, you'll all receive proof of this faith. Don't get me wrong. Neither I nor, seemingly, 
Cohen himself were talking about religious faith (though when faced with certain 
continuous assessment tests some of you might have been tempted to call on divine 
help). 
 
Instead, I'm thinking of faith based, over a good number of semesters, on the values of 
dedication, effort, learning, competencies, etc. The strength that culminates in this 
graduation ceremony. Today is the day to celebrate. This celebration is, above all, an 
intimate one: the happiness that comes from getting a job done, and doing a GOOD 
job.  
 
Taking time to appreciate the challenges overcome is vital, as it lets us enjoy what 
we've done, to see it from a distance and value it, while also letting us regain strength 
and look to new horizons and new challenges. 
 
 
«In our world, learning is constant. It is not a phase, 

but a need and an opportunity that accompanies us 

throughout life.» 
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In terms of cycling, reaching the peak of Tourmalet represents a success, but the tour 
has many more stages waiting for us. 
 
Likewise, learning is now not limited by age, timetables or physical spaces. If you look 
closely, you'll see that learning now resembles more than ever the learning at the UOC: 
learning without any kinds of limits – because we are not a distance university but a 
distanceless university. 
 
«Today the UOC is more global than ever. Our 

classrooms have students from 134 countries, we 

work with governments and companies from around 

the world. Nowadays, being open to the world means 

being present around the world, because all cultures, 

all languages, all people, and all local differences 

count.» 

  

For example, there’s the Master's Degree in Conflictology that we run together with 
UNITAR. 
 
People from 70 countries around the world – aid workers, diplomats, military personnel 
– have been able to complete the course in the most adverse circumstances. But 
what's more, we've created a global network of experts in conflict resolution who can 
apply what they’ve learned every day in the field. 
 
All contributions are welcome when they come in response to our desire for education, 
research and knowledge. Being unique, inextricably, means being global. 

 
We believe that this future is now. There are few things we can be certain about when it 
comes to the future, but when it comes to the future of higher education we can make 
some good guesses. 
 
Firstly, you: you are now Alumni and who knows whether you will or already have 
started studying again..., probably. You will be a key part of the educational models and 
curricula. Leading thinkers, such as our professor Manuel Castells, think so: 
  
«universities need to evolve in response to the 

demands and expectations of their students. There is 

no other way.» 
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Focusing on the person who learns, who is being trained, who is updating their 
knowledge, is vital. To the extent that it will be you, the student, who defines how you 
want to study.  
 
Secondly, as a result of the strengthening of this central role you will play, university 
programmes will have to change. 
 
Bachelor's, master's and postgraduate programmes won't disappear, but they will have 
to live alongside other more flexible, adaptable and modular proposals. 
 
Classical, confined programmes will have to give way progressively to personalized 
solutions, to responses that meet the service demands coming from you, the students 
of the future. 
 
I'll go even further and say that being a UOC student is like having a password. The 
UOC gives you a password to access our learning model, to enter the University.  
 
In the near future, you won't need to enter anything. The UOC will be by your side all 
the time: on your phone and tablet, at any hour of day, whenever you need us. 
 
But let me return to what I was saying and stress that today is a time to celebrate; to 
celebrate with those closest to you: family and friends; to celebrate with those who 
have accompanied you on your journey: your classmates and teachers.  
 
They have also played a key role in your success, and have witnessed your growth and 
evolution; a role which, if we had to personify it, is surely best represented by the figure 
of the tutor. 
 
They are, as you know, vital parts of a unique educational model based on constant 
support. 
 
They were the ones who welcomed you on the first day... and who have been there for 
you right up to today. 
 
I spoke about a lyric from a Leonard Cohen song at the start:  «Your faith was strong 
but you needed proof». With this in mind, while you wait to receive your official 
certificate, we want to you to have a memento, something both concrete and 
allegorical, from today. You've been given a work by the artist Jaime Serra,  
created especially for this occasion.  
 
It includes 4,896 successful academic careers, or, in other words, all 4,896 graduates 
from our university this year are represented. You just need to look at the colours to 
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see the wide range of interests and origins that all share a desire to learn, to improve, 
to focus on the future so they can play an active part in it. 
 

«Because, at the end of the day, all of us, whether up 

here on the stage or not, share one aim: to generate 

and connect knowledge so as to respond to and 

pre-empt the needs of society, the job market, 

research and, above all, the future needs of each and 

every one of you here today and of the graduates who 

will come after you.» 

 
Congratulations to you all. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Josep A. Planell 
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